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they declare that I have only a temporary
right to the fruits of my labor, and even
this cannot be enjoyed without giving a pre-
mium ? Are such principles as these con-
sistent with the established doctrines of
property, and of moral right and wrong
among an enlightened people ? Are such,
principles consistent with the high and hon-
orable notions of justice and equal privileges
which our citizens claim to entertain and
to cherish, as characteristic of modern im-
provements in civil society ? How can the
recent origin of a particular species of prop-
erty vary the principles of ownership ? I
say nothing of the inexpedience of such a
policy, as it regards the discouragement of
literary exertions. Indeed, I can probably
say nothing on this subject that you have
not said or thought; at least I presume you
have often contemplated this subject in all
its bearings.

"' The British Parliament, about ten or
twelve years ago, passed a new act on this
subject, giving to authors and proprietors of
new works an absolute right to the exclu-
sive use of the copyright for twenty-eight
years, with some other provisions which I